THE ORGANIZER 


October 2008 • Issue #12 


Wobblies Detained on Train at MO A 



needed insulin from leaving the 
train, endangering the child’s 
health. We had to plead with the 
cops to let them off. After about 
10 minutes, and only after repeat¬ 
edly insisting that we had a medi¬ 
cal emergency, did the police 
permit the woman and child to 


August 3 1st was to be FW Erik Forman's first day back 
at his job at the Starbucks in the Mall of America 
(MOA), after having been illegally fired for union activ¬ 
ity a few weeks prior.To celebrate Erik’s reinstatement, 
the IWW held a rally at the Lake and Hiawatha Light 
Rail Station.The rally was a great success, with about 
100 people showing up. Wobblies and the celebrating 
working class were accompanied, however, by a heavy 
police presence. A good dozen Met Council cops 
were on the Light Rail platform at Lake and Hia¬ 
watha as early as noon, and more came over time. 
There were even two K-9 units present. 


Before our rally we discussed our plans with police 
officers present.They agreed that there was no 
problem as long as we all bought tickets. We 
boarded the train without incident and headed 
towards the mall. Everyone was peaceful and or¬ 
derly on the journey. At the first station in Bloom¬ 
ington there was a heavy police presence and they 
stopped the train. Again, we spoke with the police 
and made it clear that we were not protesting and 
would not be disruptive. We were simply escort¬ 
ing Erik to his job at the mall. They told us we 
would not have any trouble. At 1:45 we all legally 
boarded the light rail and headed down to the Mall 
of America in order to escort our fellow worker 
back to his first shift.We were then allowed to 
proceed to the MOA stop. 


this point, courtesy of the police. 
This is clearly a violation of our 
rights as a union to public picket¬ 
ing, our rights as citizens to lawful 
assembly, gave proof that the Min¬ 
neapolis and Bloomington cops 
are outright liars, proof that they 
protect and defend corporate 
capitalism rather than the 
rights of citizens, and proof 
once again that our organized 
power is the only “right” that 
we have. 


While we reserve the right 
act in defense of our com¬ 
rades and our legal rights to 
organize, on this day we had 
nothing more than a peaceful 
walk to the Mall planned, to 
congratulate our fellow 
worker on a win - he was 
restored to his job after an 
illegal attempt at union- 
busting. Even this was too 
intimidating for the police, 
who panicked, and showed 
their real colors, and their 
real relationship to corporate 
interests. 


We found out later that at the same time we were 
boarding the light rail and speaking with police at Lake 
and Hiawatha, police began flooding the 'rotunda' area 
in front of the store.Two Bloomington police came and 
told our manager that a large group of people was 
coming to protest at Starbucks. 

At the MOA police in riot gear surrounded the train 
and threatened to arrest us if we left the train. We 
were trapped inside the train for about 20 minutes. 

The police even prohibited a woman with a child who 


exit the train.The officers’ badge 
numbers were mostly covered by 
their gear. 

After about 20 minutes, the police 
ordered the train back the way it 
had come. Erik Forman and two 
other people exited the train at 
the Bloomington station and tried 
to get to work—he was late at 


Update:The IWW has since filed 
Unfair Labor Practice charges 
against the Mall of America man¬ 
agement, Metro Transit, and the 
Bloomington Police. 

Reporting by FW Matt May, FW 
Mike Pudd'n'head, FW Jim McGuire, 
FW Erik Forman, and FW Errico 
Hedake 
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Editorial: 
Where’s 
Our Bail¬ 
out? 

We have mortgages, educational 
debt, credit card bills.We're bor¬ 
rowing for diapers, not for parties. 
Meanwhile, Bear Sterns, Fannie 
Mae, Freddie Mac, and a host of 
others get bailed out by the gov¬ 
ernment, while the economy col¬ 
lapses around our ears. 

What do you mean, 'the 
economy is collapsing?' 

The primary industries at risk are 
financial servicers.They lend 
money to make money.The high- 
finance service industry - mort¬ 
gages, insurance, and investments - 
are all different forms of risk man- 
agement.These are essentially 
second-order capitalist institu¬ 
tions that make money by con¬ 
verting time into money. Life in¬ 
surance, for instance, makes 
money by calculating how long a 
sucker is likely to live, and then 
charging them enough in short¬ 
term charges to make the possi¬ 
bility that a large settlement to 
the sucker's family (after she dies, 
of course) will be less than the 
money they've collected.The 
same is true of all insurance 
schemes. 

Investments in the new capital 
markets operate on the same 'buy 
low sell high' basis, converting 
time and the ability to weather 
short-term shocks into long-term 
profits.Anyone you know run an 
insurance company? No? That's 
because it takes an enormous 
amount of capital to weather 
these shocks and to make this 
form of long-term parasitism prof¬ 
itable. 

Mortgages operate even more 
directly: a bank buys a house and 
requires you to 'rent to buy.' Of 
course, anyone who's ever fallen 
for the 'rent to own' scam with 
furniture knows that you pay an 
unbelievable price for this. But 


who has the money to buy a 
house outright? So, if you're lucky 
enough to play this sort of shell 
game with the banks, you go 
through a mortgage broker.You 
don't own a house: you own a 
mortgage, and every month you 
pay, say, $ 1800 to the company, 
only a miniscule amount of which 
pays off your loan.The rest is 
spoils. 

A paralyzed housing mar¬ 
ket. 

While a certain amount of capital¬ 
ist rapaciousness is built into the 
system, the system itself rarely 
shows real cracks and weakness - 
a street corner dealer may get 
thrown in jail, or killed, or retire, 
but the game remains. But every 
once in awhile, something happens 
that pulls the veneer of normality 
away from the screen on which 
our fantasies are supposed to play. 
That started happening with 
something we now call the 'sub¬ 
prime mortgage crisis.' 

The sub-prime crisis is supposed 
to have emerged as a result of too 
many mortgage lenders making 
too many risky loans, offering 
loans - at oftentimes literally 
criminal rates and terms that bled 
the borrowers dry, and which hit 
the black and latino communities 
especially hard - to people that 
could not reasonably be consid¬ 
ered to be able pay them back. 
This made them 'risky invest¬ 
ments,' which the sharks claimed 
justified their high interest rates. 
Now everyone knows it was a 
sham, a sort of ponzi scheme in 
which everybody pays and loses, 
except the guys at the top, and 
the 'sober economists' tell us the 
reason was 'risky investments.' 
That's one way to look at it; an¬ 
other is to note that people were 
being charged an arm and a leg for 
financing, in order to be charged 
an arm and a leg for housing.The 
result? Quadriplegia. 

The sub-prime markets weren't 
revealed to the public for the 
predatory and racist scams that 
they were until after they had 
already begun to collapse. Given 
the lack of genuine value- 
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producing industries in the United States, the housing 
industry's collapse started to look like the 'black swan' 

- the event that triggers off a cascade of catastrophe - 
that economists had long been worried about.The big 
finance firms began to collapse: Bear Sterns required a 
massive infusion of cash from the Federal Reserve 
(hint: that's the U.S. taxpayers) in order to keep it from 
collapsing under the weight of its bad investments.Then 
J.P. Morgan Chase bought it. 

Over the weekend of September 13-14, Lehman 
Brothers, one of the other giant finance firms, reached 
an end of sorts. After a weekend of begging the gov¬ 
ernment to bail them out like they'd done with Bear 
Sterns, and receiving a straight set of 'no's' for answers, 
they had to file for bankruptcy. 

Why would the government bail out Bear Sterns and 
not Lehman Brothers? Nobody knows for certain, yet. 
Perhaps the government is finally hitting a wall; having 
spent all our tax money on wars and corporate bail¬ 
outs, they no longer have the cash to pull the same 
rabbit out of the hat twice. Or maybe they're trying to 
send a message to their crony brethren about the 'new 
austerity.' 

At the same time that Lehman brothers were begging, 
Merrill Lynch, the firm which popularized the notion 
that average Americans should involve themselves in 
the stock markets, was bailed out by the largest bank in 
the US, Bank of America, the biggest capitalists on the 
bloc. More and more of the global economy's money is 
in fewer and fewer hands. Ever heard the one about 
keeping all your eggs in one basket? The historical par¬ 
allels are a bit frightening:When the New York Bank of 
the United States collapsed in 1930, and the govern¬ 
ment was unable or unwilling to bail it out, the result¬ 
ing crisis of liquidity cascaded downwards: people 
withdrew their money, the bank called in loans, and 
over 300 banks around the country failed inside of a 
month. 

More recent events in Argentina are only slightly more 
promising: in 2001,their economic crisis prompted the 
government to limit the amount of money citizen could 
withdraw from their own accounts.The economy col¬ 
lapsed utterly, and new governments were formed, one 
after the other. Each failed.The people responded with 
mass organization and protest in the streets, chanting 
"They [the politicians] must all go!" Most importantly, 
Argentineans began to occupy the factories that had 
closed down, and produce in them - employing them¬ 
selves at better wages and with better conditions 
they'd ever encountered before. 

It remains to be seen where our own economic situa¬ 
tion will head. I'm guessing nowhere good, but that 
we'll still be publishing next month. In the meantime, 
the next time a politician asks you for a vote, ask them, 
"Where's my bailout?" 

- FW Ericco Hedake 


Women’s 

Leadership 

Conference 

Report 

Back 


I recently attended the Leadership 
Gathering for Women put on by 
the U of M Labor Education Serv¬ 
ice.While I have no personal in¬ 
terest in leading anybody but my¬ 
self, the gathering sounded inter¬ 
esting so I thought I would give it 
a go. What I observed was both 
inspiring ...and troubling. 

Once the storytelling and group 
table conversations got going, I 
was struck by a huge disconnect 
in the views being expressed. On 
one hand, women were encourag¬ 
ing each other to understand they 
have an innate power within 
themselves—the power to be 
individually strong, the power to 
take on the boss and win, the 
power to bring forth changes 
based on direct action. But on the 
other hand, there was a lot of talk 
about getting the Democrats 
elected so they can “take care of 
us better.’’ Once politics entered 
the discussion, any sense of em¬ 
powered workers capable of tak¬ 
ing care of themselves disap¬ 
peared, and in waltzed the idea 
that it was a dire necessity to get 
Democrats elected to take care 
of us. 

Many women had inspiring per¬ 
sonal stories of worker’s strug¬ 
gles, of sacrifices and the joy of 
coming together in a spirit of 
unity to overcome adversity, of 
the extreme lengths some went 
to in order to stay strong with the 
union—one woman delivered her 
baby on the curbside outside of a 
hospital because she refused to 
cross the picket line during a 
nurse’s strike. But when politics 
came up, I found myself feeling 
adrift in an eerie sea of what I 
can’t help but refer to as Stepford 
Wives.There was no more talk 


about empowered union women 
taking care of business in the 
trenches, but rather a one mind 
focus aimed at electing politicians 
who would support unions. 

The coming election was, of 
course, referred to as the most 
important election ever.Talk 
commenced on the necessity of 
door knocking for politicians, 
working the phone banks, getting 
out the vote for Democrats. An¬ 
ger was expressed over Hillary 
losing the nomination, Nancy Pe- 
losi was admired and adored, the 
GOP was damned, and Bill Clin¬ 
ton was fondly remembered (and 
apparently every rotten thing he 
did against labor and the working 
class promptly forgotten). 

I understand the sentiments ex¬ 
pressed.These women have their 
hearts in the right place and are 
just trying to bring forth positive 
changes using the methods they 
deem best. Once upon a time, I 
got involved with the Green Party 
because I bought into the illusion 
that utopia could be had if we 
could just get the right people 
elected. I found out the Greens 
were just as power hungry and 
slimy as any other political party, 
and just as apt to betray the 
grassroots base. 

I came to the conclusion that 
people only have themselves and 
each other to depend on and true 
change will never be the result of 
this or that election. No matter 
what enlightened group gets 
elected, the fact remains that what 
government giveth, government 
can taketh away. The re is no 
power in electing someone else 
to do ones bidding and then being 
wholly dependent upon that 
elected official’s whims and hoping 
beyond hope one is not betrayed. 

The similarity of roles in modern 
unions and political activism hit 
me towards the end of the gath- 
ering.A question was asked:What 
can be done about workers seeing 
unions as third party services 
outside of themselves? There was 
general agreement that this is the 
case in most unions—and almost 
continued on page 8 




The Anti-Capitalist Bloc at the RNC 


During the first week of September 2008, Republican 
Party delegates gathered in St. Paul, Minnesota for the 
Republican National Convention (RNC) - the media 
spectacle and corporate sleaze-fest that completes 
their nominating process. An army of armor-clad riot 
police, National Guard, and private security with their 
humvees, rubber bullets, and tear gas protected them. 
FBI-assisted sheriff s raids at more than a half-dozen 
activist homes and organizing centers in Minneapolis-St. 
Paul sought to hinder opposition. But thousands of 
protestors still took to the streets to emphatically re¬ 
ject the Republicans' vicious policies of war, discrimina¬ 
tion, and attacks on the working-class and poor. 

Among the more important mobilizing efforts against 
the RNC was the Anti-Capitalist Bloc, an initiative of 
the Industrial Workers of 
the World (I.W.W.) union 
-Twin Cities General 
Membership Branch.The 
Anti-Capitalist Bloc was 
conceived as an organizing 
front for the week of the 
RNC that would unite 
those anti-capitalist activ¬ 
ists with an orientation 
toward organizing.The 
Anti-Capitalist Bloc issued 
a "Call" and adopted a set 
of "Solidarity Principles" 
that made clear our oppo¬ 
sition to not only the Re¬ 
publican party but the 
whole system of capital¬ 
ism.Ten other groups 
signed on including three 
other I.W.W branches. 

Approximately 1800 full- 
color posters with the 

Anti-Capitalist Bloc message were distributed over the 
course of the week. 

But as Wobblies, we know that words are not enough, 
and so a series of events, actions, and contingents were 
organized by the Anti-Capitalist Bloc. 

Saturday, August 30th 

Police Raids and preemptive arrests: In the days leading 
up to the RNC, police, sheriff and federal officers con¬ 
ducted raids on several activist's homes and organizing 
centers.The main target were members and support¬ 
ers of the the anarchist umbrella group the "RNC Wel¬ 
coming Committee".The Welcoming Committee pro¬ 
moted and provided logistical support for a strategy of 
shutting down the RNC through direct action block¬ 
ades around the convention. Eight core members of 
the group were charged with felonies and accused of 
"terrorism" by the authorities.The activist Conver¬ 
gence Center rented by the Welcoming Committee 
was raided by the police, who detained, photographed 


and ID'd the dozens present.The 
media largely went along with the 
police story, presenting tires in 
garages, grey water sceptic sys¬ 
tems, and kerosene as dangerous 
weapons. 

One raid in St. Paul hit the home 
of a large group of activists includ¬ 
ing one of the main Anti-Capitalist 
Bloc organizers. Police with as¬ 
sault rifles raided and detained 
several activists present, searched 
the house and copied thee hard 
drives of computers there. When 
a large number of media, legal 



observers and activists arrived on 
the scene, the police eventually 
backed off, releasing everyone 
without charge. 

Benefit Concert: 

A benefit concert organized by 
the Anti-Capitalist Bloc at the 
Bedlam theater featuring the 
Rude Mechanical Orchestra, the 
Brass Messengers, and Mic Cren¬ 
shaw brought folks together in 
the wake of the police house raids 
and raised needed funds for the 
defense of protesters and the 
I.W.W.'s active and public cam¬ 
paign at Starbucks. 

“Labor Day” Monday, Sep¬ 
tember 1st 

The first day of the Convention, 
Monday September I st, Labor Day 


(and so a legal holiday in the U.S.) 
was always going to be the biggest 
day of protest against the RNC. 
Both the major permitted march 
(March on the RNC and Stop the 
War) and the anarchist-inspired 
blockade strategy were scheduled 
for Labor Day. 

The Anti-Capitalist Bloc contin¬ 
gent in the permitted march was 
conceived as a visible organized 
contingent promoting the politics 
of working-class direct action 
anti-capitalism to the mass of anti¬ 
war, labor, immigrant rights, and 

other demonstrators. In 
this it was quite suc¬ 
cessful. Over 300 peo¬ 
ple eventually joined in 
with the Bloc over the 
course of the march. 

We employed a "wall of 
banners" approach to 
keep the Bloc cohesive 
and visible, and give 
participants a sense of 
security.A 5-person 
"tactical-team" from the 
local committee was in 
place to make emer¬ 
gency tactical decisions 
should that have been 
neccesary. 

The Bloc was loud and 
feisty. "Capitalism? NO! 
Patriarchy? NO! Ra¬ 
cism? NO! Revolution... 
Yeeeaah!" "No War, But Class 
War!" "No Justice, No Peace! Po¬ 
lice off the Streets!" "Ah!An- 
ti!Anticapitalista!" were some of 
the chants that caught attention. 
At different intervals during the 
march the Anti-Capitalist Bloc 
would come to a halt to give 
short speeches and allow space to 
separate in front of us, a count¬ 
down would ensue and then the 
Bloc would charge forward to the 
cries of "Revolution!" The Bloc 
received compliments from many 
observers of differing political 
stripes. One union staffer offered 
this gem: "The IWW...you guys are 
like the black bloc of the labor 
movement." 

The full-color poster/statement of 
the Anti-Capitalist Bloc was dis- 
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tributed to 1000-1200 people at the March on the 
RNC.The professional look of the poster helped the 
Bloc stick out and was incentive to onlookers and 
demonstrators to hang on to it.This helped on a day 
when they were being inundated with literature from 
the full spectrum of the Left. Many of the participants 
asked for extra-copies to bring home, or share with 
friends - a sign that the Anti-Capitalist Bloc will retain 
some memory within the movement.The poster was 
worth the high cost and should be seen as part of any 
succesfull future major mobilization. 

The Bloc consistenly announced its intention to be a 
space where all anti-capitalists could be present includ¬ 
ing people with kids, elders, and people with differing 
abilities. It was not significantly different in composition 
from previous efforts however - majority young white 
guys with a bit of a Black Bloc look.This was by no 
means exclusively the case - lots of women partici¬ 
pated and a few people of color. 

Only a couple young children 
and a few older people marched 
with the Bloc. The Bloc made a 
serious effort to vocally oppose 
all oppression, but clearly our 
movement still has a lot to 
overcome before it will look 
like the whole working-class, 
especially its most exploited 
and oppressed sections. Inter¬ 
estingly, a clear majority of 
those that marched with us 
were not members of the 
I.W.W. or any of the other en¬ 
dorsing groups. 

The Anti-Capitalist Bloc organ¬ 
izers stressed on multiple occa¬ 
sions that the purpose of this 

Bloc was not to engage in physical confrontations with 
the huge numbers of heavily armored police and 
Guard, but to help expand the base and popularity of 
anti-capitalist ideas and methods. At the same time it 
was stressed that we were not opposed to or in com¬ 
petition with those attempting to blockade the Con¬ 
vention.The logic of the Anti-Capitalist Bloc was em¬ 
braced by all the participants - even among those that 
had clearly come ready to rumble. 

As the march finished up back at the state Capitol, the 
Anti-Capitalist Bloc came to an official end. A meeting 
was convened for those who wished to attempt to go 
back into downtown St. Paul and unite with the the 
blockades. A large percentage of those on the Bloc plus 
some others headed back down. One estimate put the 
returning group at 200. 

The returning march group soon met a sizable police 
force who eventually began shooting tear gas, rubber 
bullets, bean bags, and concussion grenades at the 
crowd. Police eventually gave up trying to detain the 
whole group, picking off a few for arrest while most 
escaped, ending one of the largest stand-offs of the day. 


Poor Peoples March 

The next day,Tuesday September 
2nd the Anti-Capitalist Bloc had 
called for another contingent in 
the Poor People's Campaign for 
Economic Justice's March for Our 
Lives.This march was much 
smaller than the previous day's - 
approximately 800 at the start, 
but included a more significant 
percentage of working poor and 
people of color.The Anti- 
Capitalist Bloc gathered 50 
around the I.W.W. banner - in¬ 
cluding wobblies from several 
states, Solidarity & Defense from 
Michigan, a couple NEFACers, and 



Jeff Monson the anarchist UFC 
mixed martial arts fighter!. 

Riot police again had a heavy 
presence and made several pro¬ 
vocative forays into the rally to 
nab individuals ID'd in actions the 
day before, or in one case to grab 
a flag pole deemed larger than 
city regulations allowed. Several 
undercover/plainclothes police 
were quite obvious in the crowd 
as well. 

The Poor People's march weaved 
it's way through downtown St. 
Paul.The Anti-Capitalist Bloc 
marched and sang.Another 300- 
500 posters were distributed by 
members of the Bloc.The march 
continued up to the state Capitol 
lawn, where the "Ripple Effect" 
concert (featuring Dead Prez, 
Anti-Flag, Michael Franti, and oth¬ 
ers) was winding down.The police 


were refusing to allow Rage 
Against The Machine to perform 
as the concert permit had ex¬ 
pired. Members of Rage Against 
The Machine encouraged the 
hundreds of young people there 
to join the march.They mostly 
did, and the march easily tripled in 
size. 

The march permit held by the 
Poor People's Campaign did not 
prevent police from again opening 
up with their full barrage when 
demonstrators ended up back 
outside the Xcel Energy Center 
where the RNC speeches were 
happening. 

Some Conclusions 


The Anti-Capitalist Bloc at 
the RNC was a succesful 
intervention by a small 
revolutionary workers or¬ 
ganization and our allies in 
the week of protest and 
activity in our Cities.The 
hard work achieved results. 
The Anti-Capitalist Bloc 
was able to articulate a 
popular revolutionary mili¬ 
tancy through a number of 
different types of events 
that involved hundreds and 
communicated to thou¬ 
sands more. 


At a time when the State 
was seeking to take advantage of 
some of the weaknesses of the 
RNC Welcoming Committee's 
strategy and base, the Anti- 
Capitalist Bloc conveyed in a non¬ 
sectarian way another approach 
for radicals. 

While the number of people from 
endorsing groups that came from 
out of town was small, those that 
came contributed significantly to 
the collective success. In this way 
it was an important continuation 
of the new spirit of collaboration 
among the groups and militants of 
the "Red & Black" revolutionary 
anti-authoritarian movement. 

We welcome comments, clarifica¬ 
tions, questions, and criticisms. 
Solidarity Forever! 
anticapbloc@iww.org. 

- FW Kdog 
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The Long Trip to 
the 2008 IWW 
General 
Assembly 

I flew to London with delight and anticipation, to at¬ 
tend my second General Assembly (GA) in as many 
years. Being among fellow workers who believe in a 
future that I envision is an affirming and gratifying ex¬ 
perience, especially given that I live in Moorhead and 
work across the river in Fargo, where there are few 
kindred spirits. I have been a dues paying member of 
the IWW since October of 2005, but a Wobbly at 
heart since I read John Dos Passos' U.S.A. trilogy in 
high school in the sixties (never mind his later right- 
wing days). 


(GEB),the Organizing Depart¬ 
ment, Industrial Worker, the Lit¬ 
erature Department (which is 
working on a new and improved 
web page), the International Soli¬ 
darity Committee, the General 
Defense Committee (which needs 
more dues-paying members) and 
many others. 

Somewhere in there we had a 
very nice lunch catered by the 
London Food Not Bombs group 
and then back to work. I am 
pretty sure that as we progress 
towards building a new society 
out of the shell of the old, we will 
all suffer from many tired asses 
from many long meetings.We 
adjourned a little late, and many of 
us were ready for the end of the 
day.There was a social event that 


ready to serve any group or 
members who need someone to 
help work through conflict. 

After another very nice meal from 
London Food Not Bombs, the GA 
began considering the Proposals 
that had been submitted to the 
GA. Given that there was only 
one person washing up the lunch 
dishes, and being the good femi¬ 
nist man that I am, I worked in the 
kitchen cleaning for over an hour 
and missed much of the debate on 
these.The primary proposal was 
to change the General Assembly, 
where any member in good stand¬ 
ing for at least one year can at¬ 
tend,^ a Delegate Assembly, 
where Branches and a few other 
bodies can elect delegates based 
on number of members.There 
were several amendments put 


The directions I received from the 
organizers were excellent.The venue 
was a little more than a block from 
the “tube” (subway), and red and 
black ribbons were tied to poles along 
the sidewalk to guide one to Toynbee 
Hall. Several fellow workers milled 
about outside the hall. After I regis¬ 
tered and got my packet, I saw a few 
folks that I had met at last year's GA 
in Chicago and chatted a bit. 

As the room began to fill up I was 
struck by the wide range of ages of 
people in the room and the large 
number of folks under the age of 
thirty. A number of women and a few 



forth, and amendments to 
amendments, etc. 

We also heard reports from 
Polish and French anarcho- 
syndicalist unions, both of 
which are doing many won¬ 
derful things to advance the 
working class in their respec¬ 
tive countries.The GA closed 
with the singing of “Solidarity 
Forever” and farewells, so 
longs and so on. I left the GA 
tired, but with a renewed 
commitment to working to 
build the IWW and “fanning 
the flames of discontent” 
where ever I find them. 


visible people of color were present. 

The opening session began late - apparently a constant evening, but I was pretty knack- | stayed in London for another 

across unions in general - when General Secretary- ered (tired) as the Brits say, and week and followed the British 

Treasurer (GST) Mark Damron started rhythmically headed back to where I was stay- press reports, and email from 

pounding on the table and singing“Which Side Are You ' n S- folks in theTC area, regarding the 

On?” RNC and the very un-'Minnesota 

The GA was called back in session Nice' way in which people who 
After the Credentials committee was elected and Sunday a little late, as per usual, were there exercising their right 

processed everyone's 'legitimacy,' the body heard re- an( ^ we ^ e § an the long process of to free speech were treated, 

ports from a variety of committees, offices, regional nominations for GST (FW Dam- Some of the photos and videos I 

organizing committees and individual branches. I re- ron ^ as served three terms and saw from people in theTC 

ported briefly on the Red River IWW Organizing was no ^ standing for re-election) brought tears to my eyes. It 

Committee (Moorhead, MN and Fargo, ND) and, to the an< ^ ^ or GEB. More were seemed like I was viewing reports 

extent that I could, the Twin Cities GMB.There were nominated for GST and GEB than from a dictatorship. It was proba- 

delegates from many places- I specifically remember could be passed on to the mem- bly a good thing that I was not at 

those from the US, Canada, England,Wales, Scotland, bership (according to the Consti- the events as I have a feeling that I 

France, Germany, Luxembourg,Austria, and Portugal. tution), so ballots were made and would have been arrested and 

the body voted. quite possibly beaten. For all of 


We elected a permanent Chair and Secretary were y° u w ho were there- thanks for 

elected; actually we elected two or three of each so as ^ was re-a PP°i n ted by the body to representing our class! 

to make the jobs less taxing.Then, more reports re- serve on the Conflict Mediation -FW J.Wade Hannon 

garding the various entities within the union: the Gen- Commission along with three or 
eral Secretary-Treasurer, the General Executive Board ^ our ot her FWs. I stand at the 




Union Victory: 
Fired IWW Barista 
Reinstated! 


On July 10, Starbucks fired a pro-union Barista from 
the Mall of America I Starbucks.They said it was for 
“discussing a written warning with a peer.” We all knew 
the real reason: Erik Forman had been talking with 
workers at stores across the area about circulating a 
petition asking for a cost-of-living increase, and eventu¬ 
ally forming a union. 

Workers at the Mall of America Starbucks were in¬ 
censed.We met the evening of July 10th to decide what 
to do.We got some advice from some local members 
of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW).The 
next day, we filed an Unfair Labor Practice (ULP) 
charge with the National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB).The NLRB is a government agency that over¬ 
sees labor relations.Through the NLRB process, work¬ 
ers can win reinstatement if they were fired in retalia¬ 
tion for “concerted activity,” which includes any discus¬ 
sion with coworkers about wages, hours, discipline, and 
working conditions.The only problem with the NLRB 
process is that it can take quite a long time.We de¬ 
cided not to put all our eggs in one basket, and began 
thinking about other tactics we could use to win our 
coworkers’ job back. 


Some Les¬ 
sons from 
the RNC: 
An 

Anarchist 

Perspective 

Friends! The Republican National 
Convention is over.Thanks to the 
efforts of many, much has been 
done, and there are lessons to be 
learned, built upon...and people 
to support. 

At the RNC, the world witnessed 
the type of police brutality and 
repression that goes unseen eve¬ 
ryday in poor communities - par¬ 
ticularly communities of color - in 
our streets, workplaces, and 
homes. We should not let the 
public misrepresent the protest¬ 
ers as the source of the police's 
violence. In the same way, we can¬ 
not allow ourselves to misrepre¬ 
sent whom state violence impacts 
the most. 


After filing the ULP, a group of MOA I baristas walked 
off the floor and issued a demand that our fired Fellow 
Worker be reinstated immediately. Over the course of 
the weekend, over 50 Starbucks workers from 15 dif¬ 
ferent stores signed on to the petition. 

We turned the petition in to Debby Ochoa, the ‘Part¬ 
ner’ Resources Associate on Monday and requested a 
response by Wednesday. Starbucks didn’t respond. We 
met as a store and decided that publicly affiliating with 
the IWW Starbucks Workers Union would be the best 
way we could ensure that our rights would be re¬ 
spected in the future. 

Two weeks passed, the NLRB investigation began.Ad¬ 
mitting that the anti-union firing was “ill-advised” Star- 
bucks offered Erik Forman full reinstatement and back 
pay.They requested that we drop the ULP charge, but 
were not willing to admit wrongdoing. Because of this, 
we decided to pursue the ULP.This will ensure that a 
record is established of wrongdoing, which discourages 
the Company from repeating their mistake. 

On August 3 I st, Erik Forman clocked in for his first 
shift back at the MOA Starbucks.We’re glad to have 
him back, but we’re even more excited about coming 
together with workers from around the city to win a 
living wage, cost-of-living increases, and other im¬ 
provements to benefit all Starbucks workers.The 
struggle has just begun! 

-TC Starbucks Workers Union 


With this recognition we can fo¬ 
cus our efforts on building the 
strength that we need to truly 
defend ourselves and fight to¬ 
gether for the destruction of state 
violence.This is also what it will 
take to successfully defend our¬ 
selves from the bullshit facing us 
in the courts. 

The safety and effectiveness of 
our community is based in the 
strength of our individual and 
collective relationships. It is time 
to be intentional and serious 
about building relationships, soli¬ 
darity, and community with our 
strategic allies and among our¬ 
selves: poor people/the working 
class, communities of color, immi¬ 
grants, queers, women’s groups, 
journalists, artists, people with 
values,and so on. In a word...Or¬ 
ganize! 

Organizing is the key to our indi¬ 
vidual and collective goals of dig¬ 
nity and liberation as well as fight¬ 
ing off the charges many of us are 
facing.The anarchist principles of 
direct action, mutual aid, 
individual/collective empower¬ 


ment, and solidarity, are values 
through which to organize for 
short-term victories and long¬ 
term power. Indeed, these are 
common sense values that most 
people share.As such, we have as 
much to learn about anarchism 
from non-anarchists as we do 
from anarchists. 

Nevertheless, anarchist move¬ 
ments around the world are 
quickly becoming serious mass 
movements with system-wide 
recognition and impact.There is 
no reason that this can’t happen 
in the United States. Better,“anar¬ 
chism” has now become a house¬ 
hold word, in the Twin Cities, and 
nationally.This an urgent moment 
that we should seize. 

Of course there are also more 
specific lessons to learn, positive 
and negative, with regard to sum¬ 
mit protests.What are the most 
important things that should be 
replicated elsewhere? 

•The Saint Paul Principles, de¬ 
veloped to allow a diversity of 
tactics by separating them in 
space or time, thus allowing for 
everyone opposed to the con¬ 
vention to work together in the 
streets, in the planning, and in 
the media; 

•The general strategy of divid¬ 
ing up the city into strategic 
points for protest, action, and 
responsibility had the potential 
for real, serious success; 
•Starting well ahead, and using 
that headstart to generate rec¬ 
ognition, mass mobilization, and 
related infrastructure. 

What else should we learn from 
this process? 

• Real security culture is about 
safety.While identifying surveil¬ 
lance, working with trusted 
people, and knowing our rights 
are crucial, nothing can replace 
community support.The only 
way to ensure we are safe is to 
ensure that there are masses of 
people on our side; 

• Supporting diversity within 
the left makes us strong. We 
should not reduce consensus 
culture to enforcing a single line 
on our own organizing.There 
was an unnecessary split be¬ 
tween those who wanted to do 



community outreach and those who wanted to build 
infrastructure for protesters. Such goals are not mu¬ 
tually exclusive; in fact they can and should support 
each other. 

• Engaging the community is crucial, if only to make 
sure they get information about important actions 
and threats, challenges and victories. Public outreach 
around the existence of indymedia, a community/ 
media text mob, or having a more proactive media 
strategy like in Boston would have created a vastly 
different scenario and aftermath; 

• Mass civil disobedience has the potential to actually 
shut down a convention, and could have been suc¬ 
cessful here had we done the community outreach 
to make it happen. Germany’s G8 protest provides 
an enlightening model. 

I would like to end with a reminder to everyone to 
support all those whose struggles have provided us 
with lessons, both within and without of the anarchist 
movement...Let's seize this moment:to defend,to be¬ 
gin, to build relationships, to organize, so as again to 
say: Enough! Ya Basta! Much love. 

-FWdb 


Women’s Leadership Con¬ 
ference, Continued from 3 

all attendees were from business 
unions.The point was made that 
most workers see their unions 
the same way they see their in¬ 
surance company—they send in a 
premium every month and when 
disaster strikes, they expect to file 
a claim and sit back while some¬ 
body else makes everything OK. 

This brought up much conversa¬ 
tion about how union leadership 
needs to get workers more in¬ 
volved so they feel they are the 
union, versus the union being 
something outside of them. Sug¬ 
gestions included encouraging 
people to work on union chores 
like mailings, to participate in 
meetings, to educate them to un¬ 
derstand how to read their union 
contracts, and to try and instill a 
sense of union history. Again, I’m 
sure the women making these 
suggestions had their hearts in the 
right places, but I felt it was all a 
bit paternal.The sense was of us 
and them—we the leaders, you 
the followers; overlord and 
underling—not peers moving 
forward together. 

It occurred to me that these un¬ 
ion leaders saw themselves in the 
same light when it came to fol¬ 
lowing the politician leaders they 
worshiped.They were happy to do 
the grunt work of the cam¬ 
paign—the door knocking, the 
brochure mailing, the phone 
banks— in order to elect some¬ 
body who they viewed as more 
powerful and capable than them- 
selves.They had no qualms about 
disempowering themselves so 
they could empower a politician. 
So for these leaders, it was really 
no sign of disrespect to think rank 
and file union members should 
see them in the same light and 
accept their lesser role in the 
scheme of things: Everyone has a 
place and ought to know it. 

Many participants in this gathering 
were strong and empowered 
women—fighters who had stood 
up to the boss and won, diplomats 
who were able to take diverse 
groups and convince them to 
unify for common cause.Yet, they 
seemed more than happy to 


throw away their strength when it 
came to politics. Future success 
revolved around the coming elec¬ 
tions, and there didn’t appear to 
be any sense that the elections 
need not matter—that change can 
come when we all stand strong 
with our fellow workers and insti¬ 
tute change despite whatever 
politician happens to get elected. 

To that end, I was deeply inspired 
by the personal stories of 
strength related by the women at 
this gathering, but disheartened at 
that vital strength being diluted 
and drained and delivered to elec¬ 
toral politics.And doubly dis¬ 
heartened to realize most unions 
are set up on the electoral model 
which encourages worshipping 
the elite powerbrokers while at¬ 
tempting to keep the masses dis- 
empowered—and at the same 
time fooling them into believing 
they are strong and empowered. 

Or as Orwell said—all animals 
are equal, some are just more 
equal than others. 

- FW Sharon LeMay 
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Upcoming 

Events. 

General Membership 
Branch Meeting 
November 4 at 7:00 PM 

Monthly business meeting for the 
IWWTwin Cities General 
membership Branch. Come vote 
on where your dues are spent! All 
members have a vote. Mayday 
Books, 301 Cedar Ave. 




